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Abstract

In order to bridge the digital divide between Taiwan’s young and old, the science
volunteer team of National Center for High-performance Computing in Taiwan
initiated an e-sky Science Volunteer Program (e-sky) in 2003, which has been
developed as the e-learning pioneer model for Taiwan’s citizen seniors in the
community with the public-private partnership. By combining e-learning with science
volunteering among Taiwan’s senior citizens, the e-sky has stimulated the learning
and service groups and, in turn, encouraged positive feed back from the service
community in the form of volunteerism. There have been over 200 e-sky volunteers
taking training courses, where the elderly over 50 years old compose of more than
20% of the total. The e-sky program has helped to bridge the digital divide and
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promoted the use of information technology among Taiwan’s middle aged and senior
citizens with the cooperating assistance. In so doing, it has transferred the digital
divide into a digital opportunity.

Key Words: e-sky Science Volunteer, Citizen Senior, Service-Learning,
Public-Private Partnership
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